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Note  on  Method  and  Reading.  The  studies  have  been 
drawn  up  with  Study  Circles  {t.e.  small  groups  of  a  dozen 
or  less  meeting  for  somewhat  informal  discussion)  in  mind  ; 
but  it  is  hoped  they  will  also  prove  helpful  to  Fellowship 
Meetings,  which  are  larger  and  where  the  discussion  takes 
the  form  of  criticism  of  an  Essay  or  Address.  Each 
study  contains  suggestions  for  discussion  on  questions 
arising  out  of  the  study  of  the  aspect  of  Christ’s  life  dealt 
with  by  that  portion  of  the  text-book,  and  also  illustrative 
material  from  non-Biblical  subjects.  Either  of  these  can  be 
handled  as  assignments  for  members  of  the  Study  Circle  or 
as  essay  subjects  for  the  Fellowship  Meeting.  There  is  no 
necessity  to  confine  the  consideration  of  any  study  to  one 
week.  If  the  group  is  interested  and  has  access  to 
sufficient  material,  each  study  can  be  subdivided  and 
treated  more  fully.  But  to  get  fulEvalue  from  the  studies 
the  group  must  desire  to  have  continuity  in  their  winter’s 
programme,  and  the  members  must  be  willing  to  study  the 
Gospel  records  carefully  beforehand,  with  a  view  to  the 
discussion.  If  the  leader  or  essayist  is  the  only  person  who 
has  devoted  serious  study  and  thought  beforehand  to  the 
subject  for  the  day,  that  discussion  is  bound  to  be  thin  and 
one-sided.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  object  of 


Glover’s  book  is  to  suggest  how  to  study  the  Gospels,  not 
to  be  a  substitute  for  that  study.  Passages  in  the  Authorised 
Version  often  become  more  vivid  by  comparison  with  the 
Revised  Version  or  with  Moffatt’s  translation  (Hodder  & 
Stoughton,  6s.),  or  the  Twentieth  Century  New  Testament 
(Sunday  School  Union,  2s.).  The  background  of  New 
Testament  times  is  treated  in  a  stimulating  way  in  H.  G. 
Wells’  “Outline  of  History,”  especially  No.  I2.  Illustrative 
material  will  be  found  also  in  the  following : — 

Micklem,  “The  Galilean”  (Jas.  Clarke,  4s.  6d.). 

M^Fadyen,  “Jesus  and  Life”  (Jas.  Clarke,  4s.  6d.). 

A.  H.  Gray,  “The  Christian  Adventure”  (S.C.M., 

2s.  6d.). 

A.  G.  Hogg,  “  The  Message  of  the  Kingdom.” 


STUDY  I. 

THE  BACKGROUND  OF  CHRIST’S  LIFE. 

(Glover,  Chaps.  I.  and  1 1.) 

What  was  He  doing  all  that  time? 

From  twelve  years  old  to  manly  prime? 

Was  He  then  idle,  or  the  less 

About  His  Father’s  business  ? 

W.  Blake. 

Unspeakably  touching  is  it,  however,  when  I  find  both  dignities 
united  ;  and  he  that  must  toil  outwardly  for  the  lowest  of  man’s 
wants,  is  also  toiling  inwardly  for  the  highest.  Sublimer  in  this  world 
know  I  nothing  than  a  Peasant  Saint,  could  such  now  anywhere  be 
met  with.  Such  an  one  will  take  thee  back  to  Nazareth  itself;  thou 
shalt  see  the  splendour  of  heaven  spring  forth  from  the  humblest 
depths  of  earth  like  a  light  shining  in  great  darkness. — Carlyle, 
“  Sartor  Resartus.” 

Read  Matt,  xxii.,  xxiii.,  xxv.  ;  Luke  xi.,  xii. 
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For  these  studies  the  reading  should  include  the  find¬ 
ing  and  grouping  together  of  many  isolated  episodes  and 
phrases  throughout  the  Gospels,  not  only  those  suggested 
by  Glover.  But  for  convenience  certain  important  chapters 
are  indicated.  The  aim  of  the  first  study  is  to  build  up  a 
picture  of  the  details  of  life  in  Palestine  in  the  time  of  our 
Lord.  The  task  subdivides  into  three  parts,  which  might 
either  be  dealt  with  at  different  sessions  or  by  different 
sections  of  the  group. 

(a)  The  everyday  life  of  individuals,  the  food  they  ate, 
the  clothes  they  wore,  the  houses  they  lived  in,  their 
occupations,  their  leisure,  their  weddings  and  funerals,  what 
they  would  see  in  the  streets,  and  what  business  would  be 
done  in  the  market-place,  how  news  would  reach  them  of 
interesting  events.  This  study  should  lead  to  discussion  of 
the  question  :  in  what  ways  did  Christ’s  life  in  Nazareth 
prepare  Him  for  His  life’s  work  ?  Was  the  environment  of 
a  working  man  in  those  days  more  likely  to  foster  a  deep 
religious  life  than  it  is  now  ?  Is  it  easier  for  a  carpenter  to 
be  religious  than  for  a  factory  worker  or  miner  ?  It  is 
instructive  to  compare  the  apprenticeship  of  various  great 
men — Buddha,  Mohammed  (<^  Carlyle’s  “  Heroes  and  Hero 
Worship  ”),  St  Francis  and  St  Columba,  Lincoln  and  Shaftes¬ 
bury,  Wesley  and  Livingstone,  Wordsworth  (“  The  Prelude  ”) 
and  Ruskin  (“  Prseterita  ”),  Tolstoy,  and  Goethe. 

(^)  The  life  of  the  countryside  and  the  open  air ;  the 
physical  features  of  the  country  and  the  climate ;  the  trees 
and  flowers,  the  beasts  and  birds  that  Christ  would  see  when 
He  was  out  on  the  hills,  and  what  they  suggested  to  Him  ; 
the  life  of  the  shepherds  and  others  whom  He  would  meet 
in  His  walks  abroad.  On  p.  3  3  Glover  says,  “  Christ 
learned  from  Nature  its  mystery,  regularity,  impartiality, 
and  peacefulness.”  Is  there  evidence  for  this  in  the 
Gospels  ?  Compare  Christ’s  attitude  to  Nature  with  that  of 
Amos  and  Jeremiah,  and  contrast  it  with  that  of  Paul  and 
Ezekiel,  who  are  city-dwellers.  Note  the  same  contrast 
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between,  groups  of  Psalms.  (Was  Asaph  a  city-dweller?) 
It  also  occurs  throughout  English  literature.  Notice  also' 
and  try  to  define  and  illustrate  the  difference  between 
Christ’s  attitude  to  Nature  and  that  of  modern  Nature  poets 
like  Burns,  Wordsworth,  Whitman,  and  Tagore.  Is  it  a 
difference  of  Ancient  and  Modern,  and,  if  so,  in  which  group 
is  Shakespeare  ? 

(c)  The  social  life  of  the  community ;  the  difference 
between  villages  like  Nazareth  or  Bethany,  and  towns  like 
Capernaum  or  Jerusalem  ;  the  organisation  of  religion 
and  education,  the  administration  of  justice ;  the  col¬ 
lection  of  taxes  and  what  they  were  spent  on  ;  the  political 
parties  and  what  each  aimed  at ;  the  military  power,, 
and  in  whose  interest  it  was  used  ;  the  difference  between 
Jews  and  Samaritans,  and  their  relation  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  This  leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  :  in 
what  ways  did  the  social,  political,  and  economic  life  of 
Palestine  help  or  hinder  Christ  in  His  preaching  of  the 
Kingdom?  Was  the  Roman  Empire  more  of  a  help  than 
a  hindrance?  or  the  centralisation  of  worship  in  Jerusalem? 
Notice  the  importance  Micklem  attaches  to  Christ’s  inducing 
the  Zealot  (Simon)  and  the  Publican  (Matthew)  to  eat  at 
the  same  table.  It  is  instructive  to  compare  the  history  of 
Christianity  in  India  and  Uganda. 

(d)  Throughout  this  study  compare  and  contrast  life  then 
and  now  ;  notice  it  was  both  simpler  and  harder.  Illustrate, 
where  possible,  with  pictures  and  from  the  experience  of 
those  (e.g.  ex-soldiers)  who  have  been  in  Palestine  or  the 
Far  East.  Discuss  the  following  :  does  knowledge  of  the 
background  of  Christ’s  life  help  people  to  follow  Christ,  and 
if  so,  in  what  ways  ? 
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STUDY  II. 

t 

CHRIST’S  METHOD  OF  TEACHING. 

(Glover,  Chaps.  III.  and  IV.) 

And  Him  evermore  I  behold  . 

Walking  in  Galilee, 

Through  the  cornfields’  waving  gold,  . 

In  hamlet,  in  wood,  and  in  wold 
By  the  shores  of  the  beautiful  sea.  .  .  . 

And  that  voice  still  soundeth  on 
From  the  centuries  that  are  gone 
To  the  centuries  that  shall  be. 

From  all  vain  pomps  and  shows,  "  ' 

From  the  pride  that  overflows. 

From  all  the  narrow  rules 
And  subtleties  of  schools, 

And  the  craft  of  tongue  and  pen. 

Poor  sad  Humanity,  -  ' 

Through  all  the  dust  and  heat. 

Turns  back  with  bleeding  feet 
By  the  weary  road  it  came 
Unto  the  simple  thought 
By  the  Great  Master  taught, 

And  that  remaineth  still. 

Not  he  that  repeateth  the  name. 

But  he  that  doeth  the  will. 

Longfellow. 

Read  Matt.  v.*vii.,  xiii. ;  Luke  xv.-xvi. 

I 

(a)  Consider  first  the  spontaneity  of  the  teaching  ;  it  is 
no  careful  and  guarded  formulation,  but  unpremeditated, 
“  out  of  the  fulness  of  the  heart.”  Socrates,  St  Francis, 
and  Jean  d’Arc  are  examples  of  a  similar  method,  with 
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characteristic  differences.  On  the  other  hand,  consider  the 
result  of  the  form  in  which  Mohammed  embodied  his  gospel. 
What  have  the  Churches  gained  and  lost  by  having  their 
standards  definitely  formulated  ?  In  another  sphere  notice 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  to  the  United  States  of  a 
written  constitution  ;  and  the  similar  position  of  Marxian 
socialism.  Is  it  necessary  to  have  a  systematic  and 
authoritative  scheme  of  Theology  ?  Cf. 

Hold  thou  the  good ;  define  it  well 
For  fear  divine  Philosophy 
Should  push  beyond  her  mark,  and  be 
Procuress  to  the  Lords  of  Hell. 

Tennyson. 

{h)  Consider  the  authority  with  which  Christ  spoke.  The 
disciples  must  have  heard  plenty  of  preaching,  and  acquiesced 
in  it  like  Omar  Khayyam  or  Tennyson’s  Northern  farmer, 
without  getting  any  “  forrarder.”  But  Christ’s  words  were 
different ;  they  were  alive.  We  can  compare  His  handling 
of  the  Old  Testament  with  Paul’s  treatment  of  it  or  Matthew’s. 
He  was  not  bound  by  the  taboos  and  conventions  of  His 
time  or  the  scribes’  rules  of  debating.  He  went  straight  to 
the  point,  examined  every  question  from  God’s  point  of 
view. 

(c)  Consider  His  imaginative  power  ;  the  swiftness  with 
which  He  sums  up  a  situation  ;  the  graphic  pictures  He 
draws  in  phrases  and  stories  ;  the  charm  of  His  appeal. 
Consider  His  sense  of  the  ludicrous,  His  whimsical  illustra¬ 
tions.  Chesterton  says  (in  “  Orthodoxy  ”)  He  kept  His 
mirth  to  Himself.  Is  that  true  ? 

(d)  Consider  His  sympathy  for  individuals  ;  His  gentle¬ 
ness  with  the  disciples.  Notice  instances  in  which  He  showed 
emotion,  e.£-.  anger  or  disappointment  {cf,  Glover’s,  pp.  50-51). 
Let  each  member  of  the  group  examine  the  mental  picture 
he  has  formed  of  Christ,  and  consider  on  what  pictures  it  is 
based,  e.^.  Holman  Hunt  or  Guido  Reni  ? 
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{e)  Why  did  Christ  lay  so  much  stress  on  friendly  inter¬ 
course  with  a  few  individuals  as  His  way  of  bringing  in  the 
Kingdom  {cf.  Galsworthy’s  play  “  The  Pigeon  ”).  Is  it 
permissible  in  a  modern  community  to  substitute  more 
impersonal  methods,  or  to  use  them  in  addition  ?  Is  not 
the  personal  method  in  danger  of  not  seeing  the  wood  for 
the  trees  ? 


STUDY  III. 

THE  TEACHING  OF  JESUS  ABOUT  GOD. 

(Glover,  Chap.  V.) 

I  saw  also  that  there  was  an  ocean  of  darkness  and  death ;  but 
an  infinite  ocean  of  light  and  love  which  flowed  over  the  ocean 
of  darkness.  In  that  also  I  saw  the  infinite  love  of  God,  and  I  had 
great  openings. — G.  Fox. 

Religion  is  the  first  thing  and  the  last  thing,  and  until  a  man  has 
found  God  and  been  found  by  God  he  begins  at  no  beginning,  he 
works  to  no  end.  He  may  have  his  friendships,  his  partial  loyalties, 
his  scraps  of  honour.  But  all  these  things  fall  into  place,  and  life 
falls  into  place  only  with  God  ;  God  who  fights  through  men  against 
blind  force,  night,  and  non-existence,  who  is  the  end,  who  is  the 
meaning. — H.  G.  Wells. 

Read  Matt,  xxviii.-xx. ;  Luke  xviii.  1-30. 

{a)  Describe  Jesus’  own  experience  of  God  as  revealed 
by  the  Gospels.  God  is  not  defined,  but  is  constantly 
realised.  All  Jesus’  thinking  is  centred  in  God.  Notice  the 
directness  of  access  and  the  joy  of  intercourse.  Contrast 
with  this  various  other  conceptions  of  God  :  e.g.  Mrs  Quickly 
(“Henry  V.,”  Act  II.  Scene  3);  “Omar  Khayyam”; 
Browning,  “  Caliban  on  Setebos  ”  ;  and  “Johannes  Agricola 
in  Meditation.”  Do  you  know  any  hymns  that  imply  a 
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different  attitude  to  God  ?  How  does  Christ’s  experience 
differ  from  mysticism  ?  Compare,  e.g.^  Brother  Lawrence, 
“  The  Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God  ”  (Allenson,  6d.)  ; 
‘‘ Theologia  Germanica  ”  (Golden  Treasury  Series);  “God 
in  Everything  ”  (Manuals  of  Fellowship). 

[b)  Consider  Jesus’  teaching  about  God.  Compare 
Cairns’  statement  in  “  The  Vocation  of  Scotland,”  that  a 
“strong  Theology”  is  a  characteristic  of  Scottish  religion. 
Does  emphasis  on  the  power  and  majesty  of  God  not  make 
more  difficult  the  joyful  direct  intercourse  of  which  Christ 
gave  us  an  example  ?  “  That  idea,  it  seems  to  me,  lapses 

somehow  from  our  minds  to-day  ”  (Glover,  p.  95).  Is  this 
due  To  indifference,  or  the  acceptance  of  a  theory  to  the 
contrary  ?  Notice  the  stress  He  lays  on  God’s  love  for 
individual  sinners.  Is  it  a  fair  criticism  to  say  that  God 
may  see  the  sparrow  fall,  but  that  doesn’t  prevent  it 
falling  ? 

(^:)  Consider  Jesus’  teaching  about  man’s  approach  to 
God.  What  authority  has  Glover  for  saying  Jesus  wished 
first  to  induce  men  to  re-think  and  re-explore  God.  Notice 
the  difference  between  the  parables  which  describe  man 
finding  God  and  those  about  God  finding  man.  Read 
Francis  Thompson’s  poems,  “  The  Hound  of  Heaven  ”  and 
“  In  No  Far  Country.”  How  far  does  the  teaching  imply 
that  the  discovery  must  be  sudden  ? 

id)  Consider  Jesus’  teaching  on  faith  and  on  prayer. 
Read  Stevenson’s  poem,  “  God,  if  this  be  P'aith.”  Is 
that  what  Christian  people  usually  mean  by  faith  ? 
“  Prayer  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  real  and  individual  ” 
(Glover,  p.  1 1 2).  Does  this  allow  for  formal  petitions 
and  corporate  prayer?  What  attitude  of  mind  does  real 
prayer  presuppose  ?  “  Prayer  is  essentially  dedication  ” 

(Glover,  p.  116).  Does  this  imply  that  the  results  of 
prayer  are  confined  to  the  individual  who  prays  ? 


r 
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STUDY  IV. 

JESUS’  ATTITUDE  TO  MAN. 

(Glover,  Chap.  VI.) 

Read  Mark  ii.,  x.  17-22  ;  Matt,  x.,  xi.,  xxii. ;  Luke  vi. 

He  is  the  Drover  of  the  Soul,  He  leads  the  flock  of  men, 

All  wistful  on  that  weary  road,  and  brings  them  back  again. 

The  dreaming  few,  the  slaving  crew,  the  motley  caste  of  life. 

The  wastrel  and  artificer,  the  harlot  and  the  wife. 

They  may  not  rest,  forever  pressed,  by  One  they  cannot  see — 

The  One  who  walked  with  starry  feet  the  Western  Road  by  me. 

E.  Underhill. 

(a)  Collect  and  compare  the  instances  in  which  Jesus  was 
“  moved  with  compassion.”  What  precisely  is  meant  by 
the  phrase?  Notice  Christ’s  care  for  men’s  physical  needs, 
combined  with  the  subordination  of  his  own  physical 
comfort  to  His  life’s  work.  Notice  His  attitude  to  women 
and  children*  which  “  re-shaped  the  thought  of  mankind.” 
“  I  have  not  been  thinking  about  the  community,  I  have 
been  thinking  about  Christ”  (Glover,  p.  130).  Is  this  a 
valid  application  of  Jesus’  theory  and  practice?  Why  is  it 
that  there  are  so  many  good  hymns  about  Christ  and  so 
few  about  the  community  ?  Read  Longfellow’s  “  Legend 
Beautiful,”  Lowell’s  “Vision  of  Sir  Launfal,”  Tolstoy’s 
“  Where  Love  Is,  God  Is.” 

(^)  Collect  and  arrange  the  various  forms  of  the  image 
of  sheep  and  shepherd  in  the  Gospels,  in  the  rest  of  the 
Bible,  and  in  Literature  and  Art. 

(c)  Consider  the  virtues  Christ  especially  praised  and  the 
faults  he  especially  denounced.  Compare  the  various  ideal 
characters  and  ideals  of  character  in  literature  (e.g-.  Words¬ 
worth’s  “  Happy  Warrior”  ;  Stevenson’s  “  Felix  ”  (“  I  knew 
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thee  strong”);  Arnold’s  “Rugby  Chapel”;  Colonel  New- 
come  ;  Tennyson’s  “  King  Arthur  and  Sir  Galahad  ”  ;  Ian 
Hay’s  “  A  Man’s  Man.”  Is  there  a  Christian  ideal  as  distinct 
from  a  general  ideal  of  goodness?  If  so,  is  it  generally 
admired  in  civilised  society?  '  Cf.  the  story  of  the  Indian 
who  said  to  the  missionary,  “  Sir,  the  English  may  inherit  the 
earth,  but  if  anyone  called  them  meek,  they  would  be  insulted.” 

{d')  Glover  emphasises  Jesus’  trust  in  men  and  His 
method  of  appeal  through  what  is  best  in  them  (pp. 
140-145).  Cf.  the  Bishop  in  Victor  Hugo’s  “  Les  Mise- 
rables  ”  and  Tolstoy’s  story  “  Ivan  the  Fool.”  Are  there 
any  limits  to  the  application  of  this  principle  and  method 
nowadays,  or  does  it  only  operate  on  a  small,  scale  inside 
the  framework  of  a  civilisation  built  on  different  lines  ? 


STUDY  V. 

JESUS’  TEACHING  ABOUT  SIN. 

(Glover,  Chap.  VI I.) 

I’ve  been  an  elder  forty  year, 

I’ve  tried  to  keep  the  narrow  way  ; 

I’ve  walked  before  the  Lord  in  fear. 

I’ve  never  missed  the  kirk  a  day. 

I’ve  read  the  Bible  in  and  oot, 

(I  ken  the  feck  o’t  clean  by  hert). 

But  still  and  on,  I  sair  misdoot 
I’m  better  noo  than  at  the  stert. 

Sae  hearken  to  me,  lads. 

It’s  truth  I  maintain, 

Man’s  works  are  but  rags,  for 
I  ken  by  my  ain. 

John  Buchan. 

Read  Mark  iv.  1-20 ;  vii.  1-23  ;  Luke  x.-xi. 

{a)  Compare  carefully  the  teaching  and  example  of  John 
Baptist  and  Jesus.  What  did  Christ  mean  by  saying 


that  he  that  is  least  in  the  Kingdom  is  greater  than 
J  ohn  ? 

(d)  Consider  Jesus’  teaching  about  the  nature  of  sin  ; 
His  distinction  between  outward  and  inward  defilement. 
Is  it  possible  to  include  all  serious  sin  under  the  phrase 
“  not  in  earnest  about  God  ”  ?  Does  the  acceptance  of  the 
distinction  between  good  and  bad  as  all-important  require 
the  belief  in  a  fixed  standard  of  conduct  which  is  the  same 
for  every  one  ?  Read  Kipling’s  “  Tomlinson,”  Browning’s 
“  The  Statue  and  the  Bust,”  and  Stevenson’s  “  Dr  Jekyll  and 
Mr  Hyde.” 

(c)  The  results  of  sin.  What  precisely  is  it  that  people 
have  to  be  saved  from  ?  Is  it  the  case,  as  the  quotation  on 
p.  146  suggests,  that  the  conception  of  Hell  follows  from 
the  distinction  between  good  and  evil  ?  Are  we  to  regard 
some  of  Jesus’  language  about  the  last  judgment  as  figura¬ 
tive  ?  (cf.  M.  Arnold,  “  The  Good  Shepherd  with  the  Kid  ”). 
Does  the  idea  of  dividing  men  into  sheep  and  goats  make 
sufficient  allowance  for  “  mixed  ”  characters  ?  Has  environ¬ 
ment  not  a  good  deal  to  do  in  deciding  whether  a  man  is  to 
be  a  sheep  or  a  goat  ?  What  light  is  thrown  on  the  subject 
by  “  The  Divine  Comedy  ”  of  Dante,  the  Vision  of  Er  in 
Book  X.  of  Plato’s  “  Republic,”  and  the  dream  in  Shaw’s 
“  Man  and  Superman.” 

(d)  Rescue  from  sin.  Read  Masefield’s  “The  Ever¬ 
lasting  Mercy.”  What  is  the  practical  value  of  exhorting 
people  to  be  perfect  ?  What  is  the  relation  of  the  Redemp¬ 
tion  preached  in  the  Gospels  to  (a)  the  intellectual  acceptance 
of  a  Theology  ;  (3)  a  desire  to  avoid  the  consequences  of 
sin  ;  (c)  work  for  the  Kingdom  ? 


STUDY  VI. 


CHRIST’S  CHOICE  OF  THE  CROSS. 

(Glover,  Chap.  VIII.) 

Read  Mark  x.-xiv.  ;  Matt,  xvi.-xvii. 

t 

Jesus  Christ  of  Heaven 
In  a  poor  man’s  apparel  pursueth  us  ever. 

For  on  Calvary  of  Christ’s  blood  Christendom  gan  spring, 

And  blood-brethren  we  became  there  and  gentlemen  each  one. 

Langland,  “  Piers  Plowman.” 

(a)  Consider  the  unique  authority  Christ  claims  for  Him¬ 
self  in  the  Gospels,  and  the  direct  connection  between  the 
recognition  of  this  and  His  announcement  of  His  death 
(Mark  viii.  27-31).  Consider  His  claim  to  be  able  to  forgive 
sins  (Mark  ii.  1-12),  and  the  universal  nature  of  the  King¬ 
dom  He  preached  (Mark  xiii.  10;  xix.  9).  Consider  the 
passages  in  the  Old  Testament  which  suggested  that  the 
Messiah  would  suffer  (e.g".  Ps.  xxii.  ;  Isa.  liii.).  Why  did 
some  say  Jesus  was  Jeremiah?  (Matt.  xvi.  14).  What 
does  Glover  mean  by  saying  “  He  was  identified  with  the 
world’s  sin  and  misery  (p.  186).  Has  the  war  made  it 
easier  to  understand  the  problem  of  Christ  giving  His  life 
as  ransom  for  many  ?  ^  ■ 

(d)  Did  Christ’s  life  culminate  at  Calvary  or  at  Geth- 
semane  ?  Compare  Christ’s  death  with  that  of  “  a  prophet  ” 
(Luke  xiii.  33),  a  pioneer  Christian  missionary  martyr 
(Livingstone  or  Williams),  Socrates  (c/.  “  The  Trial  and 
Death  of  Socrates,”  Golden  Treasury  Series).  What  is  the 
essential  difference  ? 
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But  all  through  life  I  see  a  Cross 
Where  sons  of  God  yield  up  their  breath  : 

There  is  no  gain  except  by  loss, 

There  is  no  life  except  by  death. 

Walter  C.  Smith. 

What  does  this  mean  ?  and  is  it  true  ?  Is  Christ’s  death 
merely  the  best  example  of  a  general  principle  ?  “  The 

Lamb  of  God  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.”  Is  that 
by  His  life  or  His  death  ?  Compare  the  witness  of  the 
Hymnary.  Compare  the  distinction  between  Christianity 
and  Crosstianity  in  the  Preface  to  Bernard  Shaw’s  “  Major 
Barbara.” 

(c)  “If  the  story  ends  with  the  Cross,  God  remains  un¬ 
explained  ”  (p.  189).  What  difference  does  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  make  to  the  truth  of  Christ’s  teaching  ?  Does  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  depend  on  the  belief  in  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  ?  Is  belief  in  the  Living  Christ  compatible  with 
holding  that,  e.g.^  the  last  chapter  of  Matthew  may  not 
be  literally  true  ?  What  does  the  Resurrection  of  Christ 
prove  with  regard  to  the  future  life  ?  Compare  Paul’s 
argument  in  i  Cor.  xv.  What  truth  is  there  in  Paul’s 
suggestion  (verse  32)  that  if  there  is  no  life  after  death, 
there  is  no  reason  for  living  a  moral  life  {cf.  also  Guy 
Thorne’s  story  “  When  it  was  Dark  ”).  Compare  Tenny¬ 
son’s  “  In  Memoriam  ”  and  Browning’s  “  La  Saisiaz,” 
Shelley’s  “  Adonais,”  M.  Arnold’s  “  Thyrsis  ”  and  “  Rugby 
Chapel.”  Which  of  these  are  “  Christian  ”  in  their  con¬ 
clusions  ? 

STUDY  VII. 

THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  EARLY  CHURCH  AND 

ITS  THEOLOGY. 

Read  Acts  ii.  and  xx. ;  Rev.  i.-iii. 

(To  a  certain  extent  this  study  overlaps  with  No.  2  in 
the  Model  Syllabus  Series,  “  The  Gospel  in  Action  in  a 
Greek  Seaport,”  which  should  be  consulted.) 
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A  Person  came  and  lived  and  loved,  and  did  and  taught,  and 
died  and  rose  again,  and  lives  on  by  His  power  and  His  spirit 
forever  within  us  and  amongst  us,  so  unspeakably  rich  and  yet  so 
simple,  so  sublime  and  yet  so  homely,  so  divinely  above  us 
precisely  in  being  so  divinely  near — that  His  character  and  teach¬ 
ing  require'  for  an  ever  fuller  yet  never  complete  understanding,  the 
varying  study  and  different  experiments  and  applications,  embodi¬ 
ments  and  unrollings  of  all  the  races  and  civilisations,  of  all  the 
individual  and  corporate,  the  simultaneous  and  successive  experiences 
of  the  human  race  to  the  end  of  time. — Baron  von  Hugel. 

(a)  Study  the  Roman  Empire,  w^hich  formed  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  Early  Church.  Supplement  Glover  by  read¬ 
ing  the  relevant  portions  of  H.  G.  Wells’  “  Outline  of  History” 
and  Marvin’s  “The  Living  Past”  (Oxford  University 
Press,  4s.)  ;  also  articles  in  Hasting’s  “  Dictionary  of  the 
Bible  ”  (supplementary  volume)  and  Peake’s  “  Commentary.” 
If  possible  get  examples  of  the  splendour  of  the  traditions 
of  Art  and  Literature  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  world,  e.g. 
pictures  of  the  Parthenon.  Consider  its  religious  life  at  its 
best  in  the  “  Meditations  of  Marcus  Aurelius,”  and  at  its 
worst  in  one  of  Eroude’s  Short  Studies  on  Great  Subjects 
called,  “  A  Cagliostro  of  the  Second  Century.” 

{d)  Consider  the  effects  of  the  rediscovery  of  pagan 
culture  at  the  Renaissance.  Notice  the  place  occupied  by 
Virgil  in  Dante’s  poem.  Study  the  conflict  between 
Savonarola  and  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  and  compare  the 
quarrels  between  Cavalier  and  Puritan,  Moderates  and 
Evangelicals.  Notice  the  effects  of  this  controversy  on 
Scottish  religion.  Is  it  a  fair  criticism  of  our  ordinary 
church  life  that  its  virtues  have  more  resemblance  to  those 
of  the  pagan  world  than  to  those  of  the  Primitive  Church  ? 
Glover  finds  four  weaknesses  in  paganism  :  no  deep  sense 
of  truth  ;  no  association  with  morality  ;  too  many  gods  ;  and 
no  gospel  of  the  hereafter.  Notice  that  charges  similar  to 
the  first  two  are  made  against  the  Church  and  the  Y.M.C.A., 
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i.e.  that  it  doesn’t  believe  what  it  professes,  and  that  the 
religion  of  many  nominal  Christians  does  not  square  with 
their  week-day  life.  What  truth  is  there  in  these  criticisms? 

(c)  How  was  it  that  the  Primitive  Church  came  to  build 
up  a  theory  about  Christ?  Is  it  inevitable  that  our  account 
of  the  relation  of  Christ  and  God  should  be  based  on 
Hebrew  or  Greek  phrases  {e.g.  Messiah,  Logos)  ?  Glover 
lays  stress  on  the  testimony  of  a  “  good  ”  hymn.  How 
would  you  define  a  “  good  ”  hymn  from  this  point  of  view  ? 
Is  it  not  possible  there  might  be  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  which  hymns  are  good  and  bad  ?  If  a  man  tries  to 
follow  Christ,  does  it  matter  what  he  believes?  {cf.  John 
vii.  1 7).  Why  is  a  religion  that  centres  in  a  Person 
superior  to  an  impersonal  one  ? 
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